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DENNIS PUBLIC LIBRARY 

CHILD BEHAVIOR AND SAFETY POLICY 

 

The Dennis Public Library encourages children to use the library’s facilities and services. As 

with adults, there is a level of expectation for children’s behavior to help keep them safe and to 

ensure that the library is used respectfully and for its intended purpose.  

 

Adult caregivers should remember that the library is a public building open to all. The Children’s 

Room is reserved for use by children, their parents or caregivers, and patrons using the children’s 

collections. Adults and teens unaccompanied by a child may enter the Children’s Room to obtain 

books or other materials, but extended browsing or lounging by unaccompanied adults and teens 

is not encouraged, and library staff may, at their discretion, request them to leave the Children’s 

Room. 

 

For safety reasons, caregivers may want to join their child at the library regardless of the child’s 

age or maturity level. Whatever the individual decision, per this policy, a child age 7 or under 

must be attended and directly supervised by a caregiver. Children ages 8 to 10 can use the 

Children’s Room on their own, but must be accompanied by a responsible caregiver who does 

not leave the building; these caregivers must periodically check on the child in the Children’s 

Room. If a child within these age groups is found alone in the library, staff may attempt to 

contact the parent or guardian to retrieve the child or call the police if a responsible adult cannot 

be located. 

 

Children 11 to 15 years of age may use the library by themselves. Parents or guardians are 

responsible for the behavior and well-being of their children in the library, whether or not the 

parent or guardian is present. Unaccompanied children at the library should have the telephone 

number of a parent, guardian, or designated caretaker who can assist them in an emergency.      

 

At no time will the library assume the responsibility of surrogate caregiver. Although staff will 

respond to a child with care and concern, they cannot assume responsibility for a child’s safety, 

activities, or comfort.   

 

A child with disruptive behavior, attended or unattended, may be asked to leave the library after 

one verbal warning. Children who cannot leave the library without an adult should not be left at 

the library alone. Disruptive behavior is considered to be behavior that represents physical 

danger to the child or others, behavior that interferes with other library users or library staff, or 

that violates the library’s Patron Behavior Policy.   
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